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DISCLAIMER 
 

 

THE INFORMATION CONTAINED HEREIN AND THE FINANCIAL INFORMATION EXCHANGE 
PROTOCOL (COLLECTIVELY, THE "FIX PROTOCOL") ARE PROVIDED "AS IS" AND NO PERSON OR 
ENTITY ASSOCIATED WITH THE FIX PROTOCOL MAKES ANY REPRESENTATION OR WARRANTY, 
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, AS TO THE FIX PROTOCOL (OR THE RESULTS TO BE OBTAINED BY THE USE 
THEREOF) OR ANY OTHER MATTER AND EACH SUCH PERSON AND ENTITY SPECIFICALLY 
DISCLAIMS ANY WARRANTY OF ORIGINALITY, ACCURACY, COMPLETENESS, MERCHANTABILITY 
OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE.  SUCH PERSONS AND ENTITIES DO NOT WARRANT 
THAT THE FIX PROTOCOL WILL CONFORM TO ANY DESCRIPTION THEREOF OR BE FREE OF 
ERRORS.  THE ENTIRE RISK OF ANY USE OF THE FIX PROTOCOL IS ASSUMED BY THE USER. 
 
NO PERSON OR ENTITY ASSOCIATED WITH THE FIX PROTOCOL SHALL HAVE ANY LIABILITY FOR 
DAMAGES OF ANY KIND ARISING IN ANY MANNER OUT OF OR IN CONNECTION WITH ANY USER'S 
USE OF (OR ANY INABILITY TO USE) THE FIX PROTOCOL, WHETHER DIRECT, INDIRECT, 
INCIDENTAL, SPECIAL OR  CONSEQUENTIAL (INCLUDING, WITHOUT LIMITATION, LOSS OF DATA, 
LOSS OF USE, CLAIMS OF THIRD PARTIES OR LOST PROFITS OR REVENUES OR OTHER ECONOMIC 
LOSS), WHETHER IN TORT (INCLUDING NEGLIGENCE AND STRICT LIABILITY), CONTRACT OR 
OTHERWISE, WHETHER OR NOT ANY SUCH PERSON OR ENTITY HAS BEEN ADVISED OF, OR 
OTHERWISE MIGHT HAVE ANTICIPATED THE POSSIBILITY OF, SUCH DAMAGES. 
 
DRAFT OR NOT RATIFIED PROPOSALS (REFER TO PROPOSAL STATUS AND/OR SUBMISSION 
STATUS ON COVER PAGE) ARE PROVIDED "AS IS" TO INTERESTED PARTIES FOR DISCUSSION 
ONLY.  PARTIES THAT CHOOSE TO IMPLEMENT THIS DRAFT PROPOSAL DO SO AT THEIR OWN 
RISK.  IT IS A DRAFT DOCUMENT AND MAY BE UPDATED, REPLACED, OR MADE OBSOLETE BY 
OTHER DOCUMENTS AT ANY TIME.  THE FPL GLOBAL TECHNICAL COMMITTEE WILL NOT ALLOW 
EARLY IMPLEMENTATION TO CONSTRAIN ITS ABILITY TO MAKE CHANGES TO THIS 
SPECIFICATION PRIOR TO FINAL RELEASE.  IT IS INAPPROPRIATE TO USE FPL WORKING DRAFTS 
AS REFERENCE MATERIAL OR TO CITE THEM AS OTHER THAN “WORKS IN PROGRESS”.  THE FPL 
GLOBAL TECHNICAL COMMITTEE WILL ISSUE, UPON COMPLETION OF REVIEW AND 
RATIFICATION, AN OFFICIAL STATUS ("APPROVED") FOR THE PROPOSAL AND A RELEASE 
NUMBER. 
 
No proprietary or ownership interest of any kind is granted with respect to the FIX Protocol (or any rights therein). 
 

Copyright 2003-2012 FIX Protocol Limited, all rights reserved. 
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Document History 
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1 Introduction 
 

In mid-2010, Bloomberg announced it would place its system of security identifiers into the public domain, creating 
the Bloomberg’s Open Symbology (BSYM) initiative, a flexible and open system for identifying securities across all 
global asset classes. 
 
As part of the BSYM initiative, Bloomberg created the Global Identifier (BBGID) available without limitation to 
store, use or redistribute to market players for research, trading and mapping of more than 85 million active and 
inactive securities. Bloomberg will continue to update, build and administer the BBGID to ensure their accuracy and 
effectiveness. 
 
The FIX specification currently supports a SecurityIDSource field (tag 22) with an enumeration value for 
Bloomberg Symbol (SecurityIDSource = A), which is commonly used for legacy Bloomberg symbols, tickers. 
 
This gap analysis is proposing to add a new value to support the new BSYM identifier for SecurityIDSource(22): 
 

• TBD S = Bloomberg Open Symbology BBGID  
Bloomberg would like to request the capital letter O as the new enumeration value. (Note, the letter "S" is 
officially assigned.) 

 

2 Business Workflow 
 

Not applicable 

3 Issues and Discussion Points 
 

Not applicable 

4 Proposed Message Flow 
 

Not applicable 

5 FIX Message Tables 
 

Not applicable 

6 FIX Component Blocks 
 
Not applicable 

7 Category Changes 
 
Not applicable 
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Appendix A - Data Dictionary 
 

Tag FieldName Action Datatype Description FIXML 
Abbreviation 

Add to / Deprecate from Message 
type or Component block 

22 SecurityIDSource Add String New enum value: 
S TBD  = Bloomberg Open Symbology 
BBGID 

@Src  
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Appendix B - Glossary Entries 
 

Term Definition Field where used 
BBGID identifier Bloomberg Global identifier - BBGID  - is part of the 

Bloomberg Open Symbology (BSYM) initiative. It consists of 
12 digit alpha-numeric, randomly generated ID covering more 
than 85M active and inactive securities in the financial markets. 

SecurityIDSource 
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